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By Carole Agus ' '7; ‘ ' : of- Agriculture .conducted a'm a s s i v e 

7 - .The CIA has admitted that informa- swine fevicc inoculation program on.aiir' 
lion it supplied the Senato intelligence '‘finals in. the southeastern states, to pre- 
/ committee concerning a 1971 outbreak -i' vcnt the spread of .the /disease. Yester/ 
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, last month by the Senate Select Com-y v experts in African swine fever, such in- 
,.mittcc 6n Intelligence asking for a re-- pculations do not exist. Agriculture De- 
eply to a Ncwsday report that a virus;" partment officials have since noted that 
'associated with the animal disease was / there never has been an African swine 
•'.introduced into Cuba in 1971 with at / fever inoculation program; even on an 
-least tacit approval of the CIA. The re-7 experimental, basis, in the Western 
i: port quoted by members of the U.S. in-"* . Hemisphere. After the Ncwsday report,' 
tcliigence community who participated 1; the !. intelligence committee contacted 
.--in the operation and said the deliberate .> the CIA again, and the panel released 
introduction of the virus apparently set ^yesterday a letter dated Tuesday in 
off an epidemic that forced, the Cubans /iiwhich' the CIA said that "a check widi 
X to slaughter 500,000 pigs. : : .-.'7 the. . [agrioultiire]. department.’ i n d i 
'ypln denying any .involvement in thft^c 31 ^ .^t theri?: was no swine.inocula-' 
a episode, the CIA told ttie mtdligerice.T'lioh program.” 
i committee that - the disease ; had.becn7y 5: y^The ;CIA ^ ^ also 'aclmowledgea-'in jig. 
v carried to Cuba through dried, rmcured.'y leltfer^thatyits i explanation was wrong 
• meat imjported from Europe. It went on /- about hew ; the yittis-^whidi/hm'er^ be-J 
.to say that ; the' ;.U^S. v Department^yfore had Surfaced; in the. Western Hem-*; 


is phere— broke ou t iri Cuba.The lelleiyij 
from the .agencies legislative counsel,' 
•• noted that “the strain of virus found in";; 
; Europe does not produce. such high.. 
\ mortality rates*!., as were f p u n d in ; 
|;Cub a', suggesting’ that the. yirus'i may... 
have come frech. Africa; But ithe : CIA" : 
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j; toe incident led the intelligence ' corn- '] 
.i nilllce to reopen its investigation of the*- 
affair, according’ to -one commUee 
-source. “We arc looking' at this with a’ 
view to deciding .,*/ 7 the desirability bf| 
' holding hearings;*’ the source said. 

Agriculture Department 7 officials, 1 
'"who launched a major information . and 1 


/screening program in 1971' aftei they,. 


j » learned about the outbreak in Cuba At 
j r; said the disease Easily could hav S' been/? 
^transmitted toThe United States.- ;“It’s| 
.“a particularly devastating, type of dis-j 



^•[it is] 'detected. There!s;a big. flow! of 
gpisy from : the Southeast lip. to. the Mid-/ 
ljwest 7 .it : could; have . caused^ havoc. 1/ 
e /don’t..] believe anyone- would haya .dohc 
/‘:-;it. It ( would certainly . have, been a yery. 
^irresponsible thing on, the: part. of -any-] 
ti-body; [to. introduce the d Ls e a $e into 
:/6uta].T : -;CiA;^6ffictaIs^added. : .yeetec;- 
£dny ,|hat they. .were the first. jto inl’onrv 
,£tHe A gricul ture Department, about tbe^ 
«:197i2 Cuban Ou tbreak. ?.-/£ .7 ; . • -J 
yhx William; Hess, the microbiologist* i ru 
J/o'-rirge of / the /African ..swine fevei? rcH 
^search prograin’ai Plum Island Animal] 
^-Disease Laboratory said the. disease 
^easily 'could have entered! the- country;* 
£“P<?6ple. walking in farmyards and -get-,] 
Skiing . the 'excrement from pigs oh : 'theie.; 
\-shoes could .transmit' it anyplace,”, he; 
£said. He said a' U.S. outbreak, •'by Ute ! 
j-/timd.it was/deti xii telpr diaghosed/lii 
^W'oul d: have- destroyed 'aboui^.iO per] 
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